CARLS BAD NEW MEXICO

epartment of develo Jmert

August 11, 2020

To: Ricardo Maestas
New Mexico Environment Department
Ricardo.Maestas@state.nm.us

RE: Public Input for WIPP Permit Modification Request for New Shaft
Dear Mr. Maestas:

I am writing this letter to express our organization’s support for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant’s Permit
Modification Request calling for the construction of the new WIPP Mine Shaft and associated connecting
drifts. The Carlsbad Department of Development is a member-driven, non-profit organization composed
of leadership from area local government and businesses that promotes the economic growth of Eddy
County and Carlsbad.

This new proposed shaft is a necessity for worker safety. It will increase the safety of the working
environment by reducing exposure to diesel exhaust, NOx and other VOC'’s in the underground. Asyour
air quality and occupational safety experts at the NMED are very aware, NOx and volatile organic
compounds from diesel engine exhaust can be hazardous in the open and much more so in an enclosed
space such as a mine.

In addition to the direct benefit on safety, the resulting increase in ventilation airflow into the
underground would also create an unfiltered exhaust path through the existing Air Intake Shaft to allow
the particulates created by the mining process to escape without compromising the HEPA filter system.

It just makes sense, for both the sake of safety and efficiency, to permit several operations to take place
in the mine simultaneously.

I am asking for your prompt approval of this modification. Thank you for giving those of us in Carlsbad’s
business community the opportunity to provide input.

Larry Mitchell
President, Board of Directors, Carlsbad Department of Development
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